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MARIN COUNTY HAZARDOUS & SOLID WASTE

MANAGEMENT JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY

Local Task Force
Thursday March 22, 2007
Suite 200-A Conference Room
65 Mitchell Blvd., San Rafael
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT
OTHERS PRESENT
Jon Elam, Tamalpais CSD
Pam Davis, Novato Disposal
Loretta Figueroa, Almonte Sanitary District
Joseph Garbarino Sr., Marin Sanitary
Ramin Khany, Redwood Landfill
Joe Garbarino, Marin Sanitary
Tom Gaffney, Ross Valley Towns


Tania Levy, Unincorporated Area 
Greg Christie, Bay Cities Refuse


MEMBERS ABSENT
STAFF PRESENT
Patricia Garbarino, Marin Sanitary
Jeff Rawles, JPA
Richard Johnson, Novato Disposal
Michael Frost, JPA
Kathy Lowery, Marin Conservation League
Alex Soulard, JPA

Terry Cosgrove, San Rafael
Matt McCarron, Novato

Kim Huff, Southern Marin Cities

Call to Order The Local Task Force meeting came to order at 10:03 AM.

1. Introductions by JPA Staff.  Staff, Local Task Force Members, and all other parties present introduced themselves and the groups they represented.  Staff circulated a list of contact information and requested that members update their contact information. 
2. Local Task Force Roles, Directives, and Membership. Staff described the Local Task Force’s role in providing technical guidance to the JPA regarding the adequacy of Marin’s Integrated Waste Management Plan (IWMP) and on strategies for waste reduction.  The Local Task Force discussed their role in Marin’s Five Year Review of the IWMP and emerging issues.
3. Local Task Force Work Plan. 
A. Five-Year Review of Integrated Waste Management Plan.

Staff reported on the State’s requirement that every five years Marin submit a Five Year Review of their Integrated Waste Management Plan (IWMP) and the last Five Year review was completed in 2003.  Staff additionally reported it  would assemble a work plan that will allow for completion of a Five Year Review to meet a April 2008 due date.  The Task Force discussed the Five Year Review Process and requested clarification of their role in the review.  Staff advised the Task Force their role is in examining demographic waste stream pattern changes in Marin and to advise the JPA on any necessary IWMP changes. 
B. Diversion Rate

Staff reported Marin’s diversion rate appears to have plateaued at 77% and additional efforts would have to be made to increase diversion and reach the JPA’s Goals of 80% by 2012 and Zero Waste 2025.  Staff reported on short and long term option of increasing waste diversion and staff would begin implementing short term options of tracking municipal diversion and promoting the JPA’s model C&D Ordinance as part of their work plan.  The Task Force discussed the options with staff and requested staff place food waste composting, greenwaste composting and landfill debris recovery options on a future agenda for further discussion.  The Task Force further discussed the need for a composting facility for material generated in Marin. 

C. Emerging Issues

Staff reported on emerging issues of banning plastics bags and polystyrene and of new approaches to handling solid waste.  The Task Force discussed with staff the possibility of instituting plastic bag and expanded polystyrene bans, food waste composting, anaerobic digestion, banning organics from the landfill, setting progressive can rates, instituting extended producer responsibility and developing reuse facilities and additional material recovery facilities.  Task force members asked staff and the facility operators questions about how materials were currently handled, what the possibilities of instituting programs, and also voiced opinions about issues they would like more researched. The Task Force requested staff compile a list of items to put on a work plan that could be further investigated.  The Task Force further discussed taking a position on recommending the JPA take and to ban Plastic Bags and Expanded Polystyrene (Styrofoam).  M/s Elam, Gaffney recommend the JPA take action to reduce petroleum plastic bags distributed by businesses and to support steps requiring reduction of all plastics in the waste stream.  Motion passed, with members Levy and Khany abstaining.
4. Set next Local Task Force Meeting.  The Task Force reached consensus that meetings would start at 9:00AM on Thursdays.  Staff will schedule the next meeting  May or June 2007.
5. Adjourn
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