
MARIN COUNTY HAZARDOUS & SOLID WASTE

MANAGEMENT JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY

Local Task Force
Thursday May 17, 2007
Suite 200-A Conference Room
65 Mitchell Blvd., San Rafael
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT
OTHERS PRESENT
Jon Elam, Tamalpais CSD
Tamara Hull, N/A

Loretta Figueroa, Almonte Sanitary District
Mike O’Brien, Novato Disposal
Ramin Khany, Redwood Landfill

Tom Gaffney, Ross Valley Towns


Tania Levy, Unincorporated Area 
Patricia Garbarino, Marin Sanitary

Richard Johnson, Novato Disposal


MEMBERS ABSENT
STAFF PRESENT
Matt McCarron, Novato
Jeff Rawles, JPA
Greg Christie, Bay Cities Refuse
Michael Frost, JPA
Kathy Lowery, Marin Conservation League
Alex Soulard, JPA

Terry Cosgrove, San Rafael
Kim Huff, Southern Marin Cities

Call to Order The Local Task Force meeting came to order at 9:05 AM.

1. Approval JPA Local Task Force Minutes from March 22, 2007 Meeting.  M/s Gaffney, Levy to approve the March 22, 2007 Local Task Force Meeting Minutes. Motion was unanimously approved. 
2. Integrated Waste Management Plan (IWMP) Review. Staff described the Integrated Waste Management review process, focusing on the Local Task Force’s duties of addressing any concerns, issues, and current needs.  Staff requested LTF members submit comments by July 29, 2007 so staff is able to begin drafting a five-year IWMP review report.  Richard Johnson asked for direction from staff whether to make comments strictly on goals and policies of the plan or on specific analysis of the marketability of materials and facility availabilities.  Staff requested that LFT focus on the intent of the documents, but include comments on any issues they think are pertinent as industry or community members.  Staff then presented the timeline for the IWMP review process.  M/s Garbarino, Johnson to approve the proposed work plan.  Motion was unanimously approved.
3. Update of emerging Issues for Discussion. Staff reported that the JPA Executive Committee and Supervisor Charles McGlashan requested, at that March 22, 2007 Executive Committee Meeting, to pursue a voluntary, business friendly, reduction approach to phase out all single use bags.  Staff will begin providing outreach to businesses and the community to create a cultural change.  Additionally, the JPA has directed staff to draft ordinances for plastic bag and expanded polystyrene bans that can be adopted once voluntary actions have taken place.

Staff presented a list of emerging solid waste and recycling issues for the Local Task Force to evaluate and provide direction for staff.  LTF members discussed different issues surrounding foodwaste composting and possibilities for facilities and collection techniques.  Patty Garbarino stated that Marin Sanitary Service is going to move forward with an in-vessel food composting program at their facility and begin green waste composting operation in Napa.  Staff asked that the LTF weigh all issues as a group and make informed decisions on the basis that implementation is practical.  Richard Johnson stated that Redwood Landfill is where many of the programs discussed most likely would need to take place and a public-private partnership needs to be developed in order to take advantage of the facility.  Tania Levy talked about the alternative possibility of using sanitary districts to anaerobically digest foodwaste in Marin.   Staff offered to provide additional information on topics of choice to aid LTF members in the decision making process.
M/s Gaffney, Elam to direct staff to research and provide reports on Foodwaste Composting, Construction and Demolition Material Diversion, and Plastics Reduction. Motion was unanimously approved.
4. Open Time.  Tamara Hull suggested providing compost bins to local elementary schools in order to change children’s behavior, which will change family behaviors.  The LTF discussed taking advantage of Master Gardeners and other local community organizations to provide outreach.
LTF members requested copies of the IWMP review report.  Staff agreed to send the report to all LTF members prior to the next meeting.
5. Adjourn
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